


A RZSOLUTION

A menmorial to the Longress of the Ynited States of
America urging them to enaect such legislstion es they may deem
fit to declere that the llth, and 1Sth. amendwents to the
Copstitution of the United States were never valldly adopted
aund that they are null and void and of no effect,

WHEREAS, the State of Georgia together with the ten
other Southern States deoclared to have been lately in rebellion
against the United 3tates, following the termination of hostili-
ties in 1865, met all the conditions laid down bty the President
of the United States, in the exercise of higs Constitutional powers
to recognize the ;overnments ol states, domsstic as well as
foreign, for the resumption of practical relations with the Cov~-
erpmenit of the United States, and at ths direstion of the Presi-
dent did elect Senators and Representatives to the 39th Congress
of the United States, as s State and Ststes In proper Constitu-
tional relation to the United States; and

WHEREAS, when the duly elected Senators and Representa-
tives appearad 1n the Cepitol of the United States to take their
seats at the time for tbhe opening of the 39th longress, end again
at the times for the openinga of the ,;Oth and the Llst Congresses,
hostile majorities in both Houses refused to admit them to thelir
geats In manifest violation of Artiecles T and V of the United
States Constitution: snd

WHEREAS, the said Congresses, not being constituted of
Senators and Representatives from easch Steate as required by the
Supreme Lgw of the Land, were not, in Constitutional contempla-
tion, anything more than private assemblages unlawfully attenmpting
to exercise the Leglslative Power of the United States; and

WHEREAS, the so=cslled 39th Jongress, whlich proposed to
the Lagislatures of the several States an amendment to the Consti-
tution of the United States, known as the lith Amendment, and the
so~called LOth Congress, whieh proposed an amendment known as the
15th Amendment, were without lawful power to propose any amendment
vhatsogver to the Constitution; sand

YVHEREAS, two-thirds of the hembers of the House of Hep~
resentatives and of the Senate, s&s they should have been constli-
tuted, failed to vote for the submission of these smendments, and,

WHEREAS, ell proceedings subsequently flowing from these
invalig proposals, purportinz to establish the szo-cslled 1h4th and
15th Amendments as valid parts of the Constitution, wzre mull and
v0id and of no effect from the beginning, and

WEFREAS, furthermore, when these invalld proposals vere
rejected hy the Genural Assembly of the State of Ceorgla and twelve
other Southern States, as well as of sundry Horthern States, tone
30-called 39th and 22th congresses, in flegrant disrejard of ihe
United States constitution, Ly the use of military force, dissolved
the duly recognized State Govermments in Georgla and nine of the ,,
Obher Soutlern Stoter end set up wuilitary occupation or puppet statd
fovernments, which comoliantly ratificd the invalid propoesls,
thereby making tat the point of the bayonat) & mockery of Sectlom Lg
Artlcle IV of the Comstitution, guarenteeing “to every State in



this Union &
-

srotecticon

srz of Covernusnt," and guaranteeing
e ageinat invasion," and

WHITZAS, further, the pretended ratification of the
so-called lith and 15th Amendments by Georgla and obher States
whose soverelgn powers had been unlawfully sefzed by force of
arms agalnst the peace and dignity of the people of those States,
were necessary to give color to the claim of the so-called L0th
and li1st Congresses that these so-called anendments had been
ratifiad by three-fourths of the States; und

UTEREAS, It 1s a well-established princivle of law that
the mere lapse of time does not confirm by common acguiesence an
invalidly-enacted provicion of law just as it does not repeal by
general dasuetude a provicion valldly enacted; and

YHEREAS, the continuea recognition of the 1lith and 15th
Amendments as valid parts of the vonstitution of the United States
is Incompatible with the present day position of the Uuited States
as the World's champlon of Constitutional sovermmsents resting upon
the consent of the »neople civen throusgh their lawful representa~-
tives;

NOW, TiZRLFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GENSRAL ASSELSLY
OF THE STAYE OF GLORGIA:

The Congress of the United States is hereby memorialized
and respectfully urged to declare that the exclusions of the
Southern Senators and Representatives from the 39th, [Oth and list
Congresses were malignant acts of arbitrary power and rendered
those Congrecses invalldly cvonstitubed; that the forms of law with
which these invslld Congresses attempted to clothe the submission
of the 14tk and 15th Amendments and to clothe the subsequent acts
to compel unwiliing States to ratlfy these invalidly proposad amend+
ments, imparted no validity to these acts and amendments; ard that
the so~-called lith and 15th Awendments to the Constitution cof the
United States are null and void and of no effect.

PE IT FURTHGR RESOLVED that coples of this memorial be
tranamibted forthwith Ly the Cleri of the House and the Secretary
of ths Senate of the State of Georpiam to the President of the o
United States, the Cblef Justice of the United States, the President
of the Senste and the 3peaker of the House of Representatives of
longress of the United State=s, sand the Senators and Reprerentatives
In the Congress from the State of Georgla.



ENROLLMENT
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Committee of the Senate Administrative
fairs has examined the within and finds the
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lemorializing the Congress of
Unitesd States to enact such
Lesislation as they deem it
to deciare that the lith and
18th amendments to the Consti=-
tution of the United States ars

null end void.

IN _SENATE
Read 1st time Feb. 8, 1957
Read 2nd time
Read 3rd time
And Adophed

IN HOUSE
Read 13t tisme Feb. 13, 1957
Read 2nd time
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